
 
         January 31, 2008 
Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to our third Annual Report for the Bears of South Florida! 
 
Since formation in July, 2002, we hosted more than 55 events while raising over $35,000 
of which $21,600 was donated to community 501c3 charities. None of this could be 
accomplished without the dedicated Board members, our very generous Sponsors, and 
YOU, the participating members. 
 
We wish to acknowledge the tireless effort of current and previous Board members. 
Board members Randy Greene and Kirk Morten retired while Dale Russell and Jan 
Carpenter joined us. Randy is a founding officer of the BOSFL and served since 
inception in 2002. Kirk and partner, Jose, are enthusiastic and tireless supporters. We 
cannot say thank you enough to these fine men. 
 
From the beginning, the Board formed the BOSFL as a charitable corporation in the State 
of Florida and subsequently received formal recognition as an IRS 501(c)(3) charity. The 
elected Board members assure that all proceeds from events (net of direct costs), are 
distributed to other gay community charities. No Board member receives any 
compensation or reimbursement of personal expenses incurred on behalf of the BOSFL. 
 
The following pages summarize our activities from formation in year 2002 to the year-
end 2007. Please take the time to glance at the accomplishments…and appreciate the 
good impact that the BOSFL – your club – has done! 
 

Board of Directors 
Bill Ward, President   Shane Tarr 
Lloyd Street, Vice President  Dale Russell   
Joe Scott, Treasurer   Jan  Carpenter 
Jimmy Kramp, Secretary 
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THE BEARS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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YEAR 2007 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
 

 The BOSFL was formed by local bears to host events where men who 
identify as bears – could socialize, enjoy good food and drink, while allowing the 
“profits” to be donated to other charities. We are proud to say that from year 2002 
to 2007, the BOSFL raised $35,400 for charities.  

For the year 2007, $7,000 was distributed local gay related charities as 
follows: 

Broward House - $2,000 
Stonewall Library - $3,000 
Tuesday’s Angels - $1,000 

GLCC of South Florida - $1,000 
 
 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
Pool Parties  
 Beginning in September, 2002, the BOSFL hosted its first pool party at the 
Cabanas Guesthouse – barely breaking even! Since that day, we hosted over 25 
pool parties. The pool parties provide social space for many of the 1,300 BOSFL 
members. Though charges are kept to a bare minimum, the events are the 
primary fundraising source. The popular annual: “Where the Bears Are” is the 
only event open to the public – and our biggest fundraiser. 
 For 2007, four social pool parties and our sixth annual “Where the Bears 
Are” event hosted more than 1,200 members and guests! These fundraising 
events are possible because of our very generous hosts and the very hard-
working BOSFL Directors and club members. 
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Private Pot-Luck Parties  
 Two significant private parties were sponsored by BOSFL members. 
Board member Kirk Morten  and partner Jose Rey  hosted a second New Year’s 
Eve dinner and party at their beautiful home. Newly elected Board members Dale 
Russell  and Jan Carpenter  hosted a pot-luck party in August. 
 At both of these social gatherings, BOSFL members and hosts provided 
incredibly great food and drinks for over 100 members and guests at each 
dinner. The two hosts worked very hard to make these events very special. 
 
Dinners  
 Dinners are held at various local restaurants as an opportunity for 
members to meet in an informal atmosphere while enjoying good food. Due to 
the difficulty of finding restaurants with private rooms or areas, the club is limited 
in dinner locations. The BOSFL annual recognition dinner was held at the Wine 
Cellar in Oakland Park – bear owned and excellent food! 
 
Bar Events  
 Many of the club’s fine sponsors are local bars. The owners have always 
been enthusiastic about the club attending functions at their bar. What amounts 
to good business for them, also generates charitable income for the club as the 
bars typically offer members free drinks in exchange for donations to the club. 
For the year 2007, George’s Alibi  once again hosted our Annual Meeting in 
June and a Holiday Party in December. For both events, George and his staff 
provided an abundance of outstanding food from their restaurant – all at no 
charge to the BOSFL.  
 
“Where the Bears Are”  
 The signature event of the BOSFL is our annual “Where the Bears Are” 
weekend held every year since 2003. This event includes four days of activities 
culminating in a large and welcoming pool party at the Cabana’s Guesthouse in 
Wilton Manors.  
 The generous donations of food, drinks, and property from our sponsors 
plus extraordinary effort from the members enabled us to entertain hundreds of 
bears and accumulate thousands of dollars for charities.  

For 2007, over 320 bears participated in the four events which generated 
over $4,000 for charity! 

With all our heartfelt thanks to: 
 
George’s Alibi: “Bears in Emerald City” night – April  19, 2007 

 
Bill’s Filling Station: “Bears!” night – April 20, 20 07 

 
Scandal’s: “American Bear Idol” – Cookout and Event –  April 21, 2007 

 
The Cabana’s Guesthouse: “Where the Bears Are” Party – April 22, 2007 
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MAJOR SPONSORS 
 

 Since year 2003, when Mike Wright (Bill’s Filling Station) donated $1,000 
to our fledgling organization, several new sponsors donated significant cash and 
services. We are proud to say that every dollar donated by our sponsors and 
benefactors is donated to other worthy IRS 501(c)(3) organizations! 
 A major sponsor is one who donates $250 or more in cash or equivalent 
services to the BOSFL. Thank you to these very generous folks: 
 

George’s Albi 
Bill’s Filling Station 

Cabanas Guesthouse 
Coconut Cove Guesthouse 

Rita Olwell Travel (Bear Cruises) 
Scandal’s Bar 

Dean Trantalis,  Attorney 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

 Without the donated services of the club’s very dedicated Board, none of 
this would be possible. Every Board member from inception to this day has 
contributed hundreds of hours while absorbing many personal expenses. These 
members are the heart of the organization – and their generous spirit is what 
made the club so successful. 
 A special thank you to Gregg Deneweth  and his partner, Joe. Gregg 
provides all of our music at pool party events without charge. Another special 
thank you to Jim Biting . Though Jim lives in Philadelphia, he took on the task of 
updating our BOSFL website.  

BOSFL DONATIONS  
 

 The club, by its charter and agreement with the Internal Revenue Service, 
donates net funds from events to other worthy IRS 501 (c) (3) organizations. 
 The Board works very hard for funds earned from events, and is very 
appreciative for our sponsors who donated many thousands of dollars to the club 
– trusting the Board in the use of such funds. 
 The Board exercises due diligence in selecting recipient charities; 
preference is given to established charities with a record of low overhead and 
high program achievement. In short, the Board worked hard to produce the 
funds, thus it is not about to carelessly donate it to a marginal charity. 
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BOSFL AFFILIATIONS  
 

 The club is not affiliated with any other organization, corporation, or group. 
In the event that the club would co-sponsor an event with another group, such 
announcement would be made through the BOSFL official sources: the Club 
Newsletter and the BOSFL web site. 
  

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 501(c)(3) STATUS  
 

 When the BOSFL was formed, the founding officers determined that 
proceeds from social events would be donated to charities. In order to create 
such an organization, the BOSFL incorporated in the State of Florida as a “non-
profit” corporation (N02000008589). The club must file an annual information 
report with the State and pay $75 in fees. 
 By forming as a IRS 501(c)(3) organization, the BOSFL does not pay 
federal income tax on the net proceeds. Compliance with the IRS regulations and 
reporting to the IRS is complex. The benefit, however, is that proceeds from 
member support and sponsor support may be tax deductible. In addition, major 
corporate sponsors will contribute services and funds only to IRS authorized 
charities…giving us significant new support sources for future events. 
 As of October 3, 2006, the IRS formally ruled that the Bears of South 
Florida, Inc, are exempt from Federal Income Tax under section 501(c)(3) of the 
IRS Code. The BOSFL is accountable to the IRS and State of Florida as a public 
charity. 
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THE BEARS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
ANNUAL REPORT - 2007 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY 
         
         
  Year ended December 31,  Summary 

  2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 
2002-
2007 

          
Revenues         

 Program Events 
     
15,076  

      
14,023  

    
19,869  

   
15,192  

     
5,157  

      
848  

        
70,165  

 Contributions             -    
       
2,122  

      
5,665  

     
4,325  

     
2,413  

      
500  

        
15,025  

  
     
15,076  

      
16,145  

    
25,534  

   
19,517  

     
7,570  

    
1,348  

        
85,190  

                       -   
Expenses                      -   

 Program Events 
       
7,707  

       
8,630  

    
11,009  

   
12,701  

     
3,167  

      
500  

        
43,714  

 Administrative 
       
1,507  

       
1,941  

      
1,972  

        
170  

        
265  

      
208  

          
6,063  

  
       
9,214  

      
10,571  

    
12,981  

   
12,871  

     
3,432  

      
708  

        
49,777  

                       -   

 Net Proceeds 
       
5,862  

       
5,574  

    
12,553  

     
6,646  

     
4,138  

      
640  

        
35,413  

 Ratio 39% 35% 49% 34% 55% 47% 42% 
          
Contributions to 501(c)(3) Charities                    -   

 Disbursements 
       
7,000  

       
5,500  

      
4,599  

     
1,948  

        
538           -   

        
19,585  

 Reserved Disbursements             -    
       
2,000             -             -             -            -   

          
2,000  

  
       
7,000  

       
7,500  

      
4,599  

     
1,948  

        
538           -   

        
21,585  

          
          

Change in Net Assets 
      
(1,138) 

      
(1,926) 

      
7,954  

     
4,698  

     
3,600  

      
640  

        
13,828  

          
Net Assets - Beginning of 
Year 

     
14,966  

      
16,892  

      
8,938  

     
4,240  

        
640           -                  -   

          

Net Assets - End of Year 
     
13,828  

      
14,966  

    
16,892  

     
8,938  

     
4,240  

      
640  

        
13,828  

         
 See accompanying notes to the statement of activity.     
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THE BEARS OF SOUTH FLORIDA, INC 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES - 2007 

 
Notes to the Statement of Activities  

 
Revenues 
 Program events are primarily social gatherings for club members. Most revenue 
comes from modest admission proceeds and sales of beverages at major events. A 
small portion of revenue comes from sales of BOSFL tee shirts and hats and raffles held 
during most events. 
  
Contributions 
 Contributions represent separate cash donations from sponsors and members. In 
year 2005, funds collected and reserved for Hurricane Katrina victims ($4,715) are 
included in the total. 
 
Expenses 
 Program event expenses are primarily the cost of food and beverages served at 
major events. As the BOSFL reports on a cash basis, the cost of BOSFL tee shirts and 
hats as well as unused alcohol and food supplies are recorded as expenses. The value 
of the inventory is estimated at $500. 
 All expenses are supported by vouchers and reside with the Treasurer. No officer 
or director receives any compensation for services or reimbursement of personal 
expenses. 
 Administrative expenses are primarily a storage unit ($1,208), Florida required 
annual report ($80), Web site hosting $140), and other minor expenses. 
 
Contributions to Other IRS 501(c)(3) Charities 
 The purpose of the BOSFL is to arrange charitable events where the proceeds of 
the events are donated to other IRS 501(c)(3) organizations. 

At the beginning of each budget year, the Board reviews the funds raised 
compared to funds needed to operate the following year (formal budget). Normally, 
funds in excess of $3,000 are available for donation to other IRS 501(c)(3) 
organizations. The Board is open for recipient recommendations from members and will 
consider each request 
 By year-end 2007, the BOSFL made lifetime donations of $21,585 to other 
charities. Year 2007 recipients include Tuesday’s Angels, Broward House, Stonewall 
Library, and the Gay and Lesbian Community Center SF. In year 2005, $4,715 was 
collected specifically for charities impacted by Hurricane Katrina. The funds are invested 
in an interest earning account. To date, $2,000 was disbursed to impacted charities with 
approximately $3,200 remaining. 
  
Assets 
 The BOSFL events necessitated purchase of some assets such as folding 
table/chairs and portable tents. The estimated value of these assets is less than $500. 
The BOSFL logo was designed by collaboration of two members: Jimmy Kramp and 
James Cooper. The logo is copyrighted and a legal asset of the corporation. In addition, 
“Where the Bears Are” – the name of our signature event – is registered with the State of 
Florida and the U.S. Copyright Office. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BEARS OF SOUTH FLORIDA  
AND ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 Prior to the formation of the Bears of South Florida, Fort Lauderdale bears 
gathered at functions sponsored by Art Goldstein – and called the “Tri-County Bears”. 
The social group attracted many of the growing bear community to pool parties, dinners, 
and the first “Bear Spring Break” in March, 2002. 
 Founding Board members, Bill Ward, Guy Martinez, Randy Greene, and Joe 
Scott met while serving on the Bear Spring Break event.  The founders felt a more 
formal bear organization was needed (member owned) and the proceeds could be 
donated to charities. However the level of complexity to form and operate such a club 
required more effort than many could offer. 
 After many meetings, the new Board formed “The Bears of South Florida” on July 
1, 2002. The name is not unusual: it was meant to mimic “The Bears of Central Florida” 
(BOCF) – one of the best bear clubs in the country. The BOCF had no objection to our 
adopting their name format. [There was a Miami bear club called South Florida Bears 
which evolved into today’s Bear Naked] 
 The founding members donated their personal funds to start the BOSFL and by 
November, 2002, the State of Florida approved the non-profit incorporation. 
 The club lost money on the first two events. Only the generous donations by the 
founding board members permitted the club to end with some money in the bank. 
 However, year 2003 and our first “Where the Bears Are” was a major turnaround. 
Bill’s Filling Station donated $1,000 to us – giving the Board the seed money and 
confidence to host a major event. Careful cost controls…and a LOT of very hard work by 
the Board permitted the year to end with a positive balance. In spite of the shaky 
finances, the club donated $500 in 2002 and $500 in 2003 to local charities. 
 By year 2004, membership reached 850. Enter our very generous sponsor: Rita 
Olwell Travel (Mike & Jacob) who surprised the WTBA event with an auction of a bear 
cruise for $1,250.  Add the continuing generosity from Bill’s FS, Coconut Cove 
Guesthouse, Cubby Hole (and John Hitchcock), the Cabanas of Wilton Manors PLUS 
the very hard work of a very small Board, and the year was a huge financial success. 
Donations were made to Tuesday’s Angels, the Sunshine Athletic Association, and the 
Stonewall Library. 
 Year 2005 proved even better…and in spite of Hurricane Wilma which cancelled 
our last three month’s events. Yet the club members and sponsors rallied around our 
September pool party at the Coconut Cove (Jerry & Shane) and raised $5,000 for 
Hurricane Katrina victims. By year end the club had significant funds available for 
donation to other charities. (see financial section of this report). Membership reached 
1,000+ by year-end 2005. 
 Year 2006 posed new challenges: anonymous person reported to the State 
Division of Alcohol Beverage & Tobacco (ABT) that the BOSFL was selling alcohol 
without a license. Thanks to the kind effort of Dean Trantallis, Attorney, the issue was 
resolved. As a private membership only organization, we may raise funds through such 
sales. At a public event, such as “Where the Bears Are”, we obtain a license from the 
ABT. Until assurances on the proper ABT status were received, the BOSFL did not sell 
alcoholic beverages at two pool parties. Consequently, revenues declined for the year – 
sadly depriving other charitable organizations of about $4,000 in your generous 
contributions. 
 Year 2007 presented the opportunity for several new social and fundraising 
opportunities. The first ever “Thanksgiving Dinner” was held on November 11th and three 
pot-luck social dinners were held on New Year’s eve of 2006-07 and in August, 2007, at 
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the homes of Board Members Kirk & Jose and Dale & Jan. In addition, regular function 
attendance increased. For the year, over 1,200 BOSFL members and guests joined us 
at the club’s eight big events. Membership remains at about 1,300.  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

HONOR ROLE 
 

Years 2002-2007 
 

Bill Ward * 
Guy Martinez * 

Joe Scott * 
Randy Greene * 
Alex Mendoza 
Mario Trottier 
Mark Eagle 

Gene Mahoney 
Jimmy Kramp 

Shane Tarr 
Matt Deak 

Lloyd Street 
Kirk Morten 
Dale Russell 

Jan Carpenter 
 
* Founding Director 


